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By Jim Keen
commodore@smsa.com

Commodore's Message:
Still Sailing!

Looking back to January... for a non-sailing month in the middle of winter, there
still were plenty of SMSA sailors who found a way to get out on the water and
practice their skills. Hawk and Stephanie Caldwell traveled with their Short
Bus crew (Priscilla Bradley, Tim Dillinger, Clarke McKinney, Scott
Patterson, and Kyle & Stefanie Potts) to Key West to participate in the
annual Key West Race Week. They started out a little slow, but improved
throughout the week in a very competitive ORC division. Don Behrens was at
it again with his Race Committee expertise working the TP-52 Division. I hope
you saw some of the spectacular photos that he took on that course with the big
boys.

Even though Rhumb Punch was sold recently, ‘Mama’ & ‘Papa’ (Edwards)
Punch, with former crewmembers, found their way south to enjoy Key West
anyway. Bunking at their long-time crew house, they raced vicariously with
Short Bus and partied for real with the exuberance of all self-respecting SMSA
racers.

Meanwhile, the SMSA Buccaneerl8 fleet also escaped to Florida to compete in
the Key Largo Dead Dogs & Tin Whistles Regatta. They were Jim Whited &
Nichole Doub, Jennifer Marbourg-Miller & Erik Gyorgy, and Jimmy &
Kristi Yurko. In very sporty conditions including winds up to 35 kts, Jennifer
Marbourg-Miller & Erik Gyorgy brought home the first place trophy. Well done to
all!

At the other climate extreme, Les Griffith's SMSA Sunday River ski trip took
members to the cold north of Maine. Les, Donna Maneely, Lowell Martin, and
Jerry & Donna Taylor skied and partied for a week at the Sunday River SKi
Resort.

On January 7%, our Cruise Committee Chair, Jerry Taylor, along with 15 other
cruisers, braved our first snow storm of the winter (9 inches in Solomons) to
hash out a very aggressive cruise schedule that starts with the Season Shake
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Down cruise to Rollins Cove in mid-April and ends with the Halloween Raft Up at
Solomons Mill Creek at the end of October. The highlight of the cruise plan is a
June trip to Cape May.

It's that time of year again that we renew our SMSA memberships. Members are
requested to renew online. Follow the directions in the renewal email... go

to www.smsa.com and click the green button on the middle of the page. This will
take you to the renewal site where you will use the renewal code which you
received in the renewal e-mail. You may pay on-line, or just fill out the renewal
form and mail a check. You can also pay race fees, slip fees, dry storage fees
and register for Adult Learn to Sail Class while renewing. All fees remain the
same as last year, by the way. Please complete your renewal by March 1st.

By now you have, hopefully, RSVP’d for our annual Banquet to be held on
February 11t at the Olde Breton Inn in Leonardtown. This is always a nice affair
at which we celebrate the previous year’'s many activities. Besides a buffet with
a great menu selection, we will have live music by the Screwpile DJ. If you'd like
to go, please don't hesitate to E-mail social@smsa.com or call Jody Keen at 301
904-3178.

At the January BOD meeting we approved the budget and inducted the 2017
Officers and Directors. We welcomed our new Secretary, Lowell Martin, while
thanking outgoing Cristin Shiffer who is moving to Italy with her Navy family.
We also welcomed new Director Eddie Sierra, and incoming Junior Chair,
Barbara Whited.

Thank you and hats off to the Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs, and
VVolunteers for your hard work and dedication and for all you do to make SMSA
the club that we all enjoy.

Jim Keen
SMSA Commodore
commodore @SMSA.com
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Cruising Program
One Thousand Mile Cruising Awards

A brass plaque and large burgee are awarded to the owners of yachts that
have cruised 1,000 or more miles during the season on their own yacht.

Joe & Jody Frost... cerre e ennnnesensnes e aen . GEININE
Dennis & Carolyn Chandler 2 17
Jerty & Donna Taylor:.cocasavnn: “No Sched...”
Andy Batchelor & Lisa Frailey.................... Kinetic
Rich Freeman & Patty Kimmel............... Patty K Too
CHRS S K ARSTE 0O s s ensanpmeases: Destiny
Curt & Dottie Hamilton............................ Serenity

Distinguished Cruising
Joseph T. McGrath Trophy
A perpetual slate ice bucket is presented to the owner of the yacht
displaying the SMSA burgee in the widest area while cruising on their own
vacht during the season. Donated by Kathleen & Ron Tross bach in
memory of Kathleen's father, Joseph T. McGrath.

Chris and Karen Eggert...............ocovvninnn.. Destiny

Cruising High Point Awards
A large burgee is awarded to the owners of SMSA yachts that earn 33 or
more cruising points n a calendar vear while participating in scheduled
SMSA cruises.

Rich Freeman & Patty Kimmel................... Patty K Too
Rod & Pat Schroeder.................................. Ruste Nayle
Curt & Dottie Hamilton...............cc.cccceuuuennn.... SePENILY
Jeity & DA TAYIOL: «osvvsvmmsavmnassned "No Sched...”

Cruiser Of The Y ear
Happy Hour Cruising Trophy
A perpetual silver cup is presented to the owner of the yacht accumulating
the highest number of cruise poimnts for participation in scheduled SMSA
cruises. Donated by My. & Mrs. Donald B. Staake.

Rich Freeman & Patty Kimmel.................. ..Patty K Too
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Jody Keen
Social Chair
Social @SMSA.com

SOCIAL SCENE
WITH JODY KEEN

I hope that everyone has had a wonderful start to the New Year.
January ended up being a light month around the club house.
Unfortunately, Ferris Bueller had to take the day off because of nine
inches of snow. The Movie night has been rescheduled to correspond
with the Commodore’s dinner on February 17%. with the Vice Commodore
hosting.

The invitations to the Annual Gala and Awards Banquet went out in
late December. RSVP’s have been steadily coming in. There are still
plenty of openings. So, if you haven't responded and would like to
attend, please feel free to contact me at social@smsa.com or just go onto
the SMSA website and register. We have booked The Old Breton Inn in
Leonardtown which is a beautiful venue. Cocktails start at 5:30; so be
sure to be there to catch a beautiful sunset view from their deck
overlooking the Potomac.

In March, we have
a very special event planned.
On Saturday, March 25th
we are hosting a $$ Casino Night $$!

Come out and play Roulette, Black Jack and Craps with friends at the
SMSA clubhouse. (Funny money of course) Never gambled? The
experienced staff from Fantasy World will be happy to teach you how to
play! Ticket price will be $35.00 per person for an evening of fun.

2016 Annual Bangque

The Greatest Even
Off the Water

Saturday, February 11th, 2017

Olde Breton Inn, Leonardtown, MD
Watch your mailbox foryourinvitation!

Questions? Email social@smsa.com
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PICTURES NEEDED
FOR YEARBOOK

We could use some racing pictures for the yearbook.

Also, some general pictures taken at functions would be
welcome. We have good cruising pictures but would welcome
anything that you consider a keeper.

Email
to communications@smsa.com or kimfreel413@gmail.com.

Thanks, Patty

The yard sale for items you no longer want or need will begin @ 0800 hours and
end @ 1200 hours on Saturday, 6 May, and will be conducted at the SMSA Club
House. Members wishing to have a table
should contact me at least two (2) days
prior to reserve a space.

Start providing me with a list of items
if you can. For example we will have
a Yamaha 4hp outboard and a 351b
CQR with 33 feet of chain if we don't
sell before the yard sale.

This year there will be a SMSA table.
Those who have articles to sell but
dont want to man a table can donate
your items to SMSA [me] and we will
sell them for you and the proceeds go to SMSA. No fuss. No muss...

BOAT STUFF!

So come on down to the Club House on Saturday morning. Browse the tables.
Be sure to bring lots of cash. I'm sure you will find something you just cannot
live without for your boat.

Rich Freeman, s/v Patty K Too,
email: teknikr2004@yahoo.com
freeman.richard.col@gmail.com
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: CHECK SMSA.COM FOR THE FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2017 CALENM
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